Lecithin:cholesterol acyltransferase, lipids and lipoproteins in maternal and umbilical cord plasma.
The rate of cholesterol esterification, levels of total cholesterol (TC), unesterified cholesterol (UC), triglycerides (TG), total phospholipids (PL), high density lipoprotein cholesterol (HDL-C), high density lipoprotein phospholipids (HDL-PL), apolipoprotein A (Apo A) and apolipoprotein B (Apo B) were measured in the plasma of 27 mothers and umbilical cord pairs at birth. The mean values were significantly (P less than 0.001) lower in the cord than in the mother. No significant correlations were found between maternal and umbilical levels regarding TC, UC, PL, Apo A, Apo B and rate of cholesterol esterification. However, plasma levels of HDL-C, HDL-PL and Apo A showed a slight positive correlation between mother and fetus HDL.